Sexual differentiation and the germ cell in sex reversed gonads after aromatase inhibition in the chicken embryo.
Chicken embryos were treated on day three of incubation with a steroidal or a non-steroidal aromatase inhibitor (1-methyl-androstendion, CGS 16949 A). Complete sex reversal of ovaries into testes or intermediate stages of sex reversal resulted from the inhibitory effect on oestradiol formation during gonadal development before and during sexual differentiation. Germ cell differentiation shifted from the female to the male pattern depending on the local advance of sex reversal.